The scene of our principal excavations is known as the Sitio Conte. Here refuse had accumulated over an area of several acres on an ancient living surface, now covered by a yard of loam deposited by the river. Under the refuse were graves. Both the discovery and destruction of a large part of the archaeological remains were due to a radical change in the course of the river, which, cutting into its new banks, exposed objects of gold to the keen eyes of passing natives.
From Spanish records of the Sixteenth Century we learn that burial in PanamA was a rite reserved to the chiefs and nobility while the bodies of the common people and slaves were carried to some deserted spot and there abandoned. Favorite wives and retainers, however, often accompanied their masters into the grave. In certain districts they took poison during the funeral feast and in other places they were buried alive while stupefied by alcohol. The first custom prevailed at the Sitio Conte, for the position of the bodies indicated that they were dead when interred.
Graves at the Sitio Conte often were superimposed one over another, the longest sequence embracing eight separate burials. The most recent graves, in contrast to those of an earlier period, were small, contained a single body in a flexed position and were meagerly furnished with funeral offerings. It is probable that the inhabitants of the Sitio Conte were impoverished by tribute when these graves were dug, for at the had been placed with the dead, as well as 30 or 40 pottery vessels, tools, weapons and fabrics. The most ancient graves were the largest, measuring up to a dozen feet on a side. On the flat rectangular floor there were one or more large fire-marked stone slabs upon which the owner of the grave had been placed. It is recorded that some tribes in Panama did not bury their chiefs but kept them in a special house. To preserve the bodies they were placed on stone benches and dried out by fires maintained for several days. At the Sitio Conte it would have been possible to dig graves only during the dry season, for the land is flooded during the rains. Hence it is probable that the bodies of chiefs were temporarily preserved by fire until interment could take place and that the stone slabs used in the process subsequently were buried with the body.
In addition to the owner, the large graves contained individuals of both sexes ranging in number from three to over a score. Sometimes we found so many skeletons that there was not enough room for them all on the floor of the grave and they had been piled up one over the other. Furthermore, funeral furnishings were introduced in such large quantities that they completely roofed over the dead. There usually were at least O00 pottery vessels-plates, bowls, carafes, bottles and jars-as well as all kinds of weapons and tools. Occasional vacant spaces probably once were filled with perishable materials such as provisions, fabrics or objects of wood. Almost all the bodies in large graves had been provided with articles of personal adornment, with great lavishness in the case of the principal occupant. There were necklaces of bone, animal teeth or of gold, headbands of gold, cuffs and greaves of gold, nose rings of stone or gold, golden spools for insertion in the ear lobes, and long sticks of gold or of stone tipped with gold for the same purpose. Pendants were cast in gold, carved from manatee bones or brightly colored stones such as agate. Clothing was adorned with plaques of gold or gilded copper which sometimes were as much as a foot in diameter. The smaller plaques came in sets running up to two dozen in number which probably were sewn to garments so as to form simple patterns. Shirts 
